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“RIDPROOFING”
the backyard pool

uSUMMERTIME'’S old swimming hole has moved from 2 shady brook to the backvard, where it is still as
great 2 lure to yeungsters—and @ worry 1o parenis. 1o make sure you know the most common hazards
which you should help your youngsier 10 avoid—whether around your own or your neighbor’s pool—see
how many of the numbered errors here vou can identify before reading the corresponding paragraphs
below. Summer swunmmg fun need not turn into tragedy; turn the page 10 see the same pool made more

“kidprooi.”

1. Even if the fence meets the ground, 2 dog or young-
ster may be abie to dig 2 hole that will perrmit a toddier to
crawl underneath and into the pool arez. Most home-pool
drownings happen to children unaer five, with the peak for
toddiers of age two.

2. Framing or bracing on tne outside makes it easy for

2 voungsier 1o climb a fence. Extemal surfaces made of -

smooth or vertical segments, or close-mesh fencing will
minimize {ootholds and handholds. .

3. Lawn fumiture or other obiects next 1o the outside
of 2 fence may be used by a child 1o get over the top. Also
this fence is not high enough.

4. Unsupervised piay—even iemporary—inviies shps or
falls into the water and is dangerous. Children pizvang with
boats or trying 1o retneve objects may 1oppic in.

S. A child on 2 tricycie or wagon or other wheeled
vehicle can easily roll over the pool edge into the water.

6. Dangerous aiso are high hedges or other obstructions
which block off 2 view of the pool. Feneces and barners
with periodic narrow gaps, porthoies, or ciear paneis permit
parents, neighbors, even rassers-by 1o Spot trespassers or
bathers in difficulty.

7. This pool appears too small for a diving board, a fact
which may result in senous injunes to divers.

8. If this short pool is deep enough for a diving board,
it is likely that the siope from the shaliow end is too great
as snown by the young wader who has slipped down the
steep inchine into water over his head. .

9. An unlocked gate is 2 tempiation to children and is
related to many drownings. If anything happens, even 10 &
trespasser, the owner may be judged liabie.

10. A building wall used as part of 2 pool enclosure can
cause danper, especially if 2 child can open a door or climb
through a window tnio the pool area.

11. A low overhanging yoof can enable an agiie young-
sier 1o drop into the pool enclosure.

12. Tree imbs can provide entry to uninvited guests of
any age.

13. No wall or fence should provide handholds or foot-
holds. In one case, 2 two-vear-old drowned the second me

.he scaled 2 six-foot basket-weave fence..Open horizontal

board fencing aiso is simpie 1o climb. A seven-vear-old boy
drowned after cimbing a six-foo1 chain-iink fence.
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